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Introduction
At company name, we primary work on new construction projects, not requiring us to perform live electrical work on a regular basis.  As electricians, we can be exposed to live electrical circuits when conducting our work. Working on live electrical circuits might be necessary in certain circumstances, but we cannot make this type of work a regular occurrence.
Policy and Regulations
At company, we have developed a policy directing everyone when and who can work live and for what reasons; Policy #.  We also follow the Canadian Electrical Code (CEC) Part 1. Code 2-304 states, “No repairs or alterations shall be carried out on live equipment except where complete disconnection is not feasible”.
Key Points
Avoid Unnecessary Live Work:
· If the circuit can be disconnected without adverse effects to the client or work, disconnect it.
· In new construction, circuit disconnection should not be a problem (e.g. emergency lighting when regular lighting can be energized, suite circuits).
When Live Work is Allowed:
· When diagnostic testing or troubleshooting needs to be carried out.
· When it is not reasonably possible to disconnect the equipment before working on or near exposed energized parts.
· When the equipment is rated at 600 volts or less and disconnecting the power would create a greater hazard than proceeding with it energized.
Whoever decides that it is not reasonably possible to de-energize the system must be able to provide the reasoning and justification for why the work must be performed live.
Qualified Person:
At company, only a qualified person may conduct live work. A qualified person is:
· A 4th-year apprentice or greater with live work experience.
· A journeyman with live work experience.
· A supervisor.
· An apprentice under the direct, visual supervision of a qualified person.
Required PPE:
· Hard hat
· Safety glasses
· Gloves
· Safety work boots with an ohm symbol indicating electrical shock protection.
Documentation:
· A Live Electrical Work Permit must be completed by a qualified worker before any live work begins.
· The permit documents the worker(s), specific location, and reasoning why live work is necessary.
· The permit must be signed by the supervisor before work begins.
Final Thoughts
Live electrical work is not something to take lightly. A minor shock can cause significant health effects, and we can’t afford to get complacent around electricity. If the circuit can be disconnected, disconnect it. TEST BEFORE YOU TOUCH. When live work is truly necessary, make sure the job is being done by a qualified person, the PPE is on, and the permit is in place. Let’s look out for each other and make safety our top priority!

Discussions
Have you ever had to work on a live circuit on one of our sites? What was the reasoning?
What steps can we take on our current job to eliminate unnecessary live work?
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